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SUBJECT: TRINIDAD EDITORIAL COMMENT ON BARBADOS 
DEVELOPMENT 

REF: (A) BRIDGETOWN 835, (B) KINGSTON 1876, (C) PORT OF 
SPAIN 1206 

1 . WHILE THERE HAS BEEN NO DIRECT EDITORIAL COMMENT IN 
PORT OF SPAIN ON BARBADIAN PRIME MINISTER BARROW'S WIDELY 
REPORTED STATEMENTS ABOUT THE UNITED STATES MAY 6 AND SUB- 
SEQUENTLY, THE INFLUENTIAL INDEPENDENT DAILY "EXPRESS" 
SOMEWHAT POINTEDLY PICKED MAY 7 TO EDITORIALIZE AGAINST 
BARROW'S CIVIL AVIATION PRETENSIONS. UNDER THE HEADLINE: 
"WILL YOU FLY BWIA NOW, MR. BARROW?", THE EDITORIAL LABELS 
BARBADIAN EFFORTS TO PAWN OFF ICA AS A NATIONAL CARRIER AS 
"A LESSON FOR THE WHOLE WEST INDIES ABOUT THE DANGERS OF 
EXCESSIVE INSULARITY ". FURTHER QUOTES FOLLOW: 

2. THE EXPRESS STATES: "WHAT A PITY IT IS THAT BARBADOS 
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'NATIONAL" AIRLINE, ONLY TO BE HUMILIATINGLY PUT IN ITS 
PLACE BY THE AMERICAN CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD." 

SUGGESTING THAT BARBADOS SHOULD HAVE BEEN CONTENT AS A 
SMALL, POOR COUNTRY TO USE EXISTING AIRLINES, 

ESPECIALLY BWIA, "WHICH HAS SOME JUSTIFIABLE CLAIM 
TO BE THE REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AIR CARRIER", 

THE PAPER ACCUSES BARROW OF INSTEAD SETTING UP A "SHELL 
CORPORATION" WHICH ON THE SURFACE WAS CONTROLLED BY THE 
BARBADOS GOVERNMENT, ONLY TO HAVE THE WHOLE STORY EXPOSSD 
BY THE CAB. THE EDITORIAL REPORTS THAT LAKER AIRWAYS OF 
THE UK REALLY CONTROLS ICA, OWNING MOST OF THE STAFF AND 
ALL OF THE ASSETS, AND THAT BARBADOS IS A MERE DUMMY 
PARTNER, A ROLE WHICH THE PAPER DESCRIBED AS "UNPRINCIPLED", 
AND AN ARRANGEMENT MERELY "TO PULL THE WOOL OVER THE EYES 
OF THE SS AUTHORITIES". THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES WITH THE 
OBSERVATION THAT BARROW HAS BEEN LOUDLY INSISTENT ON FULL 
DISCLOSURE OF THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF BWIA, WHEREAS 
APARENTLY HIS OWN DEALINGS WITH LAKER AND ICA "COULD 
NOT EVEN BEAR THE MOST CASUAL SCRUTINY". 

3. COMMENT: EVEN ACCEPTING THE ACUTE RIVALRY WHICH HAS 
BEEN DEVELOPING IN THE CIVIL AVIATION FIELD OVER BARROW'S 
DETERMINATION TO LAUNCH AN INTERNATIONAL BARBADIAN AIRLINE, 
WE FIND THE TONE OF THIS EDITORIAL NOTEWORTHY AT A 
TIME BARROW HAS LAUNCHED AN ANTI-US CAMPAIGN. THE 
TRINIDAD EXPRESS SEEMS TO BE SAYING THAT THE USG HAS DEALT 
FAIRLY WITH BARBADOS ANDTHAT IT IS THE BARBADIAN EFFORT 
TO CREATEA SUBTERFUGE WHICH IS BEHIND THE PROBLEM. THIS 
IS A FAR CRY FROM "DESTABILIZATION" AND SHOULD ALSO BE 
READ IN CONNECTION WITH THE LATER EDITORIAL IN THE 
EXPRESS REPORTED IN REF (C) WHICH NOTED THE DANGER OF 
THE GUYANESE TOYING WITH CUBA. 
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